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 Wishing All a Very 

Happy New Year 

2026 !!! 
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Association of Whitework Embroiderers 
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Canadian Embroiderers’ Guild, Guelph 

Oakville Stitchery Guild 

Northumberland Hills Stitchery Guild 

Trillium Embroidery Guild 
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Norfolk’s Own Needle Arts Guild 

Sudbury District Quilting and Stitchery Guild 
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  CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD, LONDON 

Submitted by Jennifer Meister, Past-President 

What a Fall it’s been at CEG, London. Beginning stitchers, free motion stitching, creating art with 

leaves – our twelve classes covered a wide range of techniques. Zoom Gatherings once per month 

included presentations from British embroidery artist Jessie Chorley; American textile artist and 

map maker Valerie Goodwin; and Nova Scotia’s Deanne Fitzpatrick who spoke about her life as a 

rug hooker. We also had monthly Pop Ups where among other things, we made tiny pin cushions, 

and festive decorations and cards. 

Also this Fall, CEG, London members spent a day making bags that hold the drainage tubes 

mastectomy patients come home from hospital with. The annual “Bag Ladies Day” has been a part 

of Guild life since 1998 and is always a huge success. 

 

          

Finally, the Guild participated in Western University’s GIS (Geographic Information Systems) Days 

this November, exhibiting textile maps created by Guild members and providing a map of the 

Western Campus that attendees stitched on. 

                         

Since 1998, CEG members have made mastectomy 

bags for St Joseph’s Health Care Centre. 

Group project map of Western 

University which GIS Day attendees 

were invited to stitch on. 
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Ten winter classes are scheduled, ranging from contemporary techniques such as painting fabrics 

with Shiva Oil Sticks to the more traditional Shadow Work and Etui Work. 

Susan Purney Mark and Alice Vander Vennen Workshops June 1 to 6, 2026 

CEG, London will once again host a Summer Workshop June 1 to 6. Registration to non-members 

opens February 1. Summer Workshop is a highlight for the fabric arts community with attendees 

coming from as far away as Newfoundland.  

This year’s instructors are Susan Purney Mark of Pender Island, British Columbia teaching “Cloth to 

Codex” - creating book art with movement and texture, and Alice Vander Vennen of Cobourg, 

Ontario teaching “Mixed Media Textile Assemblage” where participants will juxtapose fibre art with 

natural materials to create a framed, stitched, three-dimensional textile assemblage. Information 

about the workshops can be found at:  

https://ceglondon.com/programs/workshops.php  

Be sure to put February 1 on your calendar for non-member workshop registration. 
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  TORONTO GUILD OF STITCHERY 

Submitted by Audrey Chaput, ONN Rep 

What an exciting and busy Autumn the Toronto Guild of Stitchery has had this year!   

 

We started with a successful Embroidery Outreach Program at a branch of the Toronto Public 

Library. Five enthusiastic volunteers from TGS organized, presented and guided 19 library patrons in 

creating a felt needle book.  Participants were taught various stitches: beginning back, back, reverse 

chain, running and stem stitches. 

Samples of the needle books were prepared in advance 

by the volunteers. This allowed them to practice in 

advance the stitches and the steps involved in creating 

the books for the program.   Detailed written instructions 

were also provided for patrons.  

 

Feedback from the librarian: “There was a beautiful vibe 

in the room, with our library patrons cheerfully learning 

new skills under the patient and friendly tutelage of your 

volunteers.  … I loved how they shared their unique 

skills with their table groups and brought some of their 

small projects to show.  It seemed to me that everyone 

left feeling uplifted and enriched” 

 

On Saturday October 25th, members attended a guided tour of the costume and props shops at The 

Canadian Opera House. Sandra Corozza, head of costume department, and Wulf Higgins, head of 

props department, reviewed the creative process of mounting an opera - taking us from sketch to 

stage. 

Needlebooks samples stitched by volunteers for 

the Embroidery Outreach Program 

Thread spools storage – at 

Canadian Opera Company 

(back stage tour) 
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The tour began in the COC warehouse on Front St. where Sandra and Wulf provided a thorough 

presentation.  Did you know that they allow for a 4” seam allowance to adjust costumes to body size!  

In April, there will be a new production of Vetere where costumes will be shared between the 

Montreal, Florida and the Canadian Opera Company.  Sandra states “ I hate blood!” …but they have 

to be prepared to minimize the risk as well as be prepared to deal with it should it land on costumes 

or sofas!  They have found “Fairy Soap” which is an English dish detergent works very well at 

removing fake blood.   Another secret to stain removal:  vodka and water help reduce yellow armpit 

stains.  

Sandra reviewed costumes for a variety of operas by showing both images and actual costumes on 

display.  She shared how they have to work around the director's vision and their ability to create 

that vision. For example, the director for the production Much Ado about Nothing did not like hoops.  

So, the designers had to create huge petticoats.  Replica era fabric was brought in from Hopkins UK. 

  

 

Wulf and Sandra took us all on a ride up the freight elevator to the Costume and Props Shops. Every 

prop needs to be less than 10 feet in order to make it out to the stage.  The COC uses buildings 

around Toronto to store their sets: the scenery shop is located at Christie and Dupont. 

A selection of costumes – at Canadian Opera 

Company (back stage tour) 
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We highly recommend booking a tour!  This bit of “news” 

doesn’t give credit to the incredible details we learned.     

To finish up the afternoon, our group headed over to the 

Distillery District which was a short walk or drive away.  

Service at Mill Street Brewery was excellent. They 

accommodated our group of 30+ and even gave us free 

coffee and cake (to share;)  

 

     

 

What a way to set the tone for our 50th Anniversary Celebratory Year.   

On November 6th, members met for a Gala Luncheon at the Islington Golf and Country Club 

for our official start to the 50th Anniversary Year.
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We enjoyed a fabulous buffet luncheon and sat with members old and new. It was a wonderful way 

to connect and share stories.  There was a raffle draw as well as we had the opportunity to hear 

Jennifer Robson, author of The Gown, present the creative process behind her novel.   She was 

such a relaxed speaker who kept us hanging onto her words.   If you haven’t read her book - be sure 

to find a copy, make a cup of tea and enjoy!   
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Many members attended weekend retreats at Nottawasaga or Crieff.  It certainly is a good way to 

sew all day, build on fellowship and forget about any other distractions.   

Despite the excitement surrounding our huge 50th Anniversary milestone, we continue to meet in 

fellowship, learn, share and practice the timeless art of embroidery in a digital age.   

As our president Michele Young so eloquently states “engaging in arts and crafts is important to our 

health and well-being, so not only can we be satisfied that we are creating beautiful things, we are 

keeping ourselves healthy at the same time.” 

 

 

 

         

 

.   
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD, KITCHENER-WATERLOO 

Submitted by M J Alexander, ONN Rep 

We've had a great first half of the year at the Kitchener-Waterloo Embroiderers' Guild. New 

members and old have been learning new stitches side by side for this year's projects. We started 

the year with a bear ornament covered in Lazy Daisies and French Knots, taught by our President, 

Maria Smit. It was wonderful to see all the colorful variations created by our members. Some of 

these bears ended up in our Christmas ornament exchange, which was a real treat 
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SC     

 

 

 
 

We then followed with another class taught by Maria. This time it was a beautiful Assisi border. 

Some class members chose to complete the entire border - no small feat – while others used the 

pattern to make a lovely embellished bookmark. 

 

      

Our final project for the first half of this year was a Deerfield class taught by Brenda Warner. This 

was quite a challenge with roughly 5 stitches being taught at each class. As well as demonstrating 

the stitches, Brenda also explained the historical context of Deerfield stitching, why the stitches are 

done using certain techniques and the reasons why Deerfield traditionally is done in either blue or 

brown. Pam Cardases used her sewing skills to turn her project into a stunning green and white 

blouse. 

Our Christmas party at the end of the semester was a big success. We held our annual ornament 

exchange and members brought an assortment of baked goods to enjoy. 
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Submitted by Mavis Brown, Guelph 

Everyone was excited to start the new year. 85 members, old and new, registered, and signed up 

for their choice of two classes for the year. A request was made for everyone to wear a name tag to 

facilitate conversation between members old and new. With so many members it helps new 

members to feel more welcome when you can say their name in conversation. (it also helps those 

of us who have a disability when it comes to remembering names!) 

For the Fall Term the classes were well attended and successful. Classes included a Beginner’s 

Class, Wool Applique, Clothing Embellishment, Crazy Quilted Christmas Trees, Needle Felting, and 

Keep it Simple Stitcher. The teachers were all members and stepped up to the plate well prepared. 

The results of these classes will be on display at our Open House in April. 9Keep Tuned…well 

worth a visit!) 

The afternoon programmes were well attended. These are whole group sessions. They are 

organized by a team of members. Included in the afternoon programme was a Mingle Opportunity 

Game to introduce each other, A sewing kit using a variety of buttonhole stitches, a presentation of 

samples and experiences members had at EAC Seminar, a presentation on colour, a chance to try 

some unusual and more complex stitches, and of course our Annual Stash Sale. The sale always 

generates excellent support for the bank account. 

The Library is excellent and everyone is encouraged to make good use of it. We have a very active 

Library group who arrange a Show and Tell table, a table displaying new books and magazines, 

and a themed display each week of pieces done independently or in classes from past years. This 

energy of the Library Team has created a wonderful way to mix with members of the classes other 

than the one we are involved in. It also highlights the wide creativity and ability of the members. 

There is no competition and everyone finds interest in the huge cross section of items in each 

display.  

There was a ribbon workshop held in November which was well attended.   To finish the year, we 

had our annual Christmas workshop making a variety of ornaments, and, of course, a goodie table! 

 

 

 

 

  CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD, GUELPH 
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NORTHUMBERLAND HILLS STITCHERY GUILD 

Submitted by Carol Ward, ONN Rep 

Ho, ho, ho! Christmas is fast approaching, are you ready? With all the stitching the Northumberland 

Guild has been doing lately, I think it’s safe to say we are.  

At the end of October, we enjoyed a one-day retreat at Elmhirst Resort in Keene. We were given 

the conference room, which is located under the restaurant, but it opens out onto a patio and has a 

magnificent view of Rice Lake. There were coffee and Danish and the companionship was 

outstanding. We were joined by several ladies from other guilds, and it was a pleasure to include 

them in our midst. 

The lunch was excellent, and so filling that many of us took a walk along the lakeshore afterwards. 

Then it was back to the stitching! 
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NORTHUMBERLAND HILLS STITCHERY GUILD (continued)  
 

 

 

Susan C. led us in a workshop on the various forms of the Herringbone stitch. The samplers were 

very impressive – who knew there were so many different ways to do this versatile stitch? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Late October we began a new stitch-along blackwork challenge, with Sharon E. taking over for 

Cathie O. Sharon has big shoes to fill, but she’s doing an admirable job. This time we’re attempting 

a large, filled Celtic knot. And if we thought the outline was tricky, it didn’t hold a candle to the filling! 

On November 8, we once again hosted Cobourg Creates, our own fibre arts display and 

demonstration. We were joined by the Northumberland Rug Hookers, the Hooks and Needles 

Guild, and the Lakeshore Quilters Guild. As well as an impressive display of our finished projects, 

we also had a hands-on demonstration table where people could try their hand at transferring a 

picture onto fabric using a light board and heat erasable pen, and then learn to stich it. One little girl 

impressed us all by spending the entire day stitching her unicorn, learning several different stitches 

as well as doing some beadwork. 
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We had a fabric stash sale in November, because who doesn’t need more fabric? And we were 

invited by the Cobourg Library to fill the display case in their foyer twice – once in November to 

celebrate our 40th Anniversary, and once in December when we displayed some of our leftovers 

from the craft sale we participated at Saint Mark’s church in Port Hope. 

      

 

We had our last official meeting of the year on December 9, and by the time you read this, we’ll 

have enjoyed our Christmas luncheon at our favourite local diner on December 16. Stitching will 

resume, not that it ever really ends, on January 13, 2026. Until then, have a Happy Holiday and 

keep those needles sharp! 
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  TRILLIUM EMBROIDERY GUILD 

Submitted by Marilyn Girndt, President and ONN rep 

Our Guild hosted a Stitch Retreat at Elim Lodge in Peterborough again this fall.  It was from 

Thursday, September 25th through Sunday, September 28th.  Attendees could come just to stitch 

or to stay over for 2 or 3 nights.  Besides stitchers from Trillium, there were attendees from the 

Toronto Guild of Stitchery, the Scarborough Needlearts Guild and the Northumberland Hills 

Stitchery Guild as well as 4 quilters.  The location was beautiful; the food was great but just doing 

what we love to do and doing it together made it a wonderful weekend. 

The Trillium Embroidery Guild’s individual project this year is to stitch and assemble the crewel 

sewing case cover shown in Embroidery Canada’s Fall 2025 issue.  Pat Armour was our guest at 

our Saturday stitch day on November 1st to teach us about designing our own illuminated initial for 

inclusion in this sewing case.  She first showed us a variety of ways to stitch one’s monogram - 

from crewel to blackwork to cross stitch to embroidery.  The fifteen participants were then put to 

task to design their own monogram with added flourishes.  This initial will then be incorporated into 

the design of their sewing case.  We are looking forward to seeing all of the completed cases. 

 

      

 

 

Pat Armour – Illuminated initial design 

samples demo 
Illuminated initial design – finished 

design 
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Illuminated initial design - designing 

Illuminated initial design – the stitchers 
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Illuminated initial design – the quilters 
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  BRANT NEEDLE ARTS GUILD 

Submitted by Barbara Cook, ONN rep 

We continue holding our regular meetings on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday afternoons of each month 

at the Coach House at Glenhyrst.  Our meetings include show-and-tell, exploring a new stitch, as 

well as working on our projects 

This season, we learned about many types and styles of stitched buttons from Kathryn, one of our 

members.  She showed us how to make a poinsettia button (in a rather large size as a tree 

ornament) 

We held our last meeting of this year and as usual, it included a lunch and card exchange. 

In the new year, we will continue working on pieces for a show of our work in the Glenhyrst Art 

Gallery this summer.  More information on this show will follow as details are finalized 
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  NORFOLK’S OWN NEEDLE ARTS GUILD 

Submitted by Heather Hollands, ONN Rep 

This Fall members of our group have been working on finishing their own projects. Also, some of 

our members enjoyed a road trip to Stitch it Central, where supplies were purchased to start a 

canvas work project entitled Pieces of Eight. They will start this in the new year. We have decided 

that during the winter months we will only have one evening meeting instead of two that we have 

had in the past. Our weekly Monday stitch ins will continue as weather permits. 

We concluded our evening meetings for 2025 with a Christmas dinner meeting at the Blue Elephant 

restaurant in Simcoe. 

Norfolk’s Own Needle Arts Guild would like to wish all our fellow stitches a Merry Christmas and a 

happy, healthy New Year with lots of stitching! 

 

    

 

 

Sampler - stitched by Kim Smit Wedding picture - stitched by Lee Hamilton 

for her daughter’s wedding 



ONN-Line Volume 43 Issue 3 January 2026 
22 

NORFOLK’S OWN NEEDLE ARTS GUILD (continued) 

 

 

 

 

    

Embroidered Christmas tree - stitched by  

Lotte Von Wuerzen from Inspirations magazine 

Vintage Baubles - designed by Kate Barlow 

and stitched by Heather Hollands 
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Submitted by Fiona White, ONN Rep 

Excellent Executive 

We knew that this would be a challenging year for our guild, as we were not able to fill the position 

of president or vice-president on our executive.  It was decided that the executive would share the 

responsibilities of the president. We were fortunate that the secretary, treasurer, membership chair, 

webmaster and librarian were continuing in their roles, and would be able to support the new 

program chair has she learned the ropes. Then, just as things got rolling, the executive was faced 

with another challenge, as our librarian had to resign due to health issues. We were worried that we 

might lose our library altogether, but a brand-new member stepped up to take on that role. Despite, 

maybe even because of these challenges, the executive members have excelled at working 

together to make our guild meetings, stitch-ins, and other activities run as smoothly as ever. While 

we want to have a more traditional executive next year, with all the positions filled, the executive 

has demonstrated that a president is just a small part of what makes our guild successful. 

 

Sisters in the Wilderness 

While Peterborough is no longer in the wilderness, Charlotte Gray’s wonderful biography with that 

title came to mind when Seanagh Murdoch and Mary Anne Hammond delighted our members with 

their trunk show at our October meeting.  Charlotte Gray told the story of Susannah Moodie and 

Catherine Parr Traill, who grew up in England, settled in the Peterborough area in the early 1800s, 

and became noted writers. Seanagh and Mary Anne, who grew up in South Africa, settled in this 

area in the late 1900s and became skilled textile artists. Both pairs of sisters drew on practices they 

learned in their childhood, and supported and inspired each other with their work. 

 

Seanagh and Mary Anne presented a wonderful visual representation of their story, starting with 

pieces they had made as children, leading us through their growth as stitchers. Members of our 

guild have always valued the skill, the range, and the creativity of both Seanagh and Mary Anne, 

but seeing them present their work in a narrative framework, brought our appreciation to a new 

level. 

 

 

      

 

 EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD OF PETERBOROUGH 
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EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD OF PETERBOROUGH (continued) 

  

 

 

 

This is a three-dimensional piece based on family history done for their father. 

 

The following pieces are sewing cases, showing an initial construction technique which was then 

inspired different approaches. 
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Sewing case 

Sewing case 
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EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD OF PETERBOROUGH (continued) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sewing case 

Sewing case 



ONN-Line Volume 43 Issue 3 January 2026 
27 

EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD OF PETERBOROUGH (continued) 

  

 

 

Seanagh was one of the founding members of our guild and Mary Anne served as our librarian for 

many years. Both have been active on the executive and in program activities, and continue to 

teach and inspire us. Seanagh is known for her skill in many traditional techniques including 

cutwork and pulled thread, as well as her endlessly imaginative whimsical pieces, and her intricate 

boxes. Mary Ann is known for her stitched books, portrait pieces, and memory boxes. Both of them 

incorporate family, history, and memory into their work. We are so fortunate to have them as 

members of our guild. 

 

Other Fall Activities 

We held a successful Saturday workshop in November, for members and non-members, featuring 

designs for seasonal ornaments and cards. And then we started on our long-term project for the 

year, a knot garden, for our November regular meeting.   

We are looking forward to our ornament exchange and luncheon on December 17, and to more 

learning from each other as the year progresses. 
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QUINTE NEEDLEARTS GUILD 

Submitted by Jane Bermingham, ONN Rep 

I am sitting here and watching the snow fall. My granddaughter is pleased to have her first snow day early in 

December. We had a hot dry summer now it seems we are to have a cold snowy winter. Still as a stitcher and 

knitter that is not necessarily bad. 

It seems like our guild is coming to the end of a very busy year. We did two exhibits in Belleville. Participated 

in stitching in public in 3 libraries in the area. Participated in Gathering in the County in Picton. We had to 

decline 2 local Fall Fairs but hope to participate next year. 

Two of us finished our Bargello Christmas Trees and bought them to show the rest of the guild. It was many 

years since I had done any Bargello so it was a good refresher for me. 

      

We had a lovely potluck lunch at our last meeting. It was a great day of a little stitching and lots of 

conversation. Some of us had time to make stitched tree ornaments for our ornament exchange. There were 

also several finished items in our show and tell. The first two pieces shown in the photos below were 

designed by Joanne for The Needle Pulling Thread. The second two were designed and stitched by Allie. The 

last photo shows stitched tree ornaments by our members. 

In January we are planning on having the EAC educator, Heather, talk to us about EAC and what it has to 

offer us. This will be a zoom presentation as Heather lives in B.C. In February Shirley is going to teach Boro 

mending. Boro mending is a traditional Japanese textile art of repairing worn fabrics with layered patches. It 

can also be used to decorate clothing. Later in April, Joanne is going to teach us basic felting. She has two 

little critters that we can make. 

We are hoping to organize a stitching retreat during the summer months and perhaps have a teacher to teach 

us a project. At present we are unable to have more than one meeting a month. We decided that some of us 

would continue to go to free craft groups in the area. 

I would like to wish everybody a Happy Christmas and good health for 2026. 
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QUINTE NEEDLEARTS GUILD (continued) 
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QUINTE NEEDLEARTS GUILD (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ONN-Line Volume 43 Issue 3 January 2026 
31 

SUDBURY DISTRICT QUILTING and STITCHERY GUILD, SUDBURY 
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 SUDBURY DISTRICT QUILTING and STITCHERY GUILD, SUDBURY 

Submitted by Soma Smith, ONN Rep 

Something special is happening in our Guild this year.  It is our 50th Anniversary.  It is a time for us 

to remember and honour those who founded our Guild.  

It all began in September 1975 when a lady, M. Valiaho, sent out an invitation to attend a first 

workshop to be held by a Sudbury Interest Group.  This workshop would feature teaching basic 

stitches to beginners and experienced Needleworkers.  The techniques presented could be applied 

to quilting too.  The instructor for this workshop was Mary Conroy who was a member of the 

Embroiderers’ Guild, London, England, the Canadian Embroiderers’ Association, Winnipeg and the 

Embroiderers’ Guild of Canada, London, Ontario.  Kits were provided for 25 cents. Twenty-five 

cents!  Those were the days.  The plan was to hold future workshops dealing with other aspects of 

Stitchery Eg. Petit point, Needlepoint, Crewel, colour co-ordination, finishing and framing 

needlework. By November of that year there were 66 paid members in the group.  Future 

needlearts workshops would include Nyla Gorham giving a workshop on Colour and Creativity.  In 

that year the nucleus of a library of donated books began.  Today that library is one of the best 

resources in Northern Ontario. 

Now back to 2025.  A meeting in September this year was devoted to honouring one of our 

founding members, Margaret Conibear.   Marg, as she likes to be called, is still an active member in 

our Guild.  Marg continues to impress us with her original work.  Six ladies in our Guild have been 

working diligently to put together a special evening that will take place this April.  We will share a 

meal and socialize together to remember our history as a Guild.  To mark this celebration, some of 

our members have constructed a plaque(see accompanying photo).  On this special day in April, 

we will look back over the years recognizing the inspiration and passion of our founding members. 

Would they ever have imagined that their dream would still be alive and thriving 50 years later?  

What a legacy! What a Fall it’s been at CEG, London. Beginning stitchers, free motion stitching, 

creating art with leaves – our twelve classes covered a wide range of techniques. Zoom Gatherings 

once per month. 
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Can my guild host an ONN Fair?  

Article submitted by Judy McMullan, ONN Webmaster 

Pre-pandemic, an ONN Annual Meeting had both a business meeting and a display. Often there was a 

speaker, as well. Of course, a whole bunch of needleworkers couldn't get together without a few vendors to 

make the day even more special. 

During the pandemic, the ONN held their Annual Meetings online and we found we liked that format. We have 

continued having our Annual Meetings online. It gives everyone a chance to participate without travelling a 

long way such as from Kingston to London. 

However, we *really* missed the connections we made and friendships renewed during the in-person 

meetings. We decided that we would like to have an in-person event every 3 years. CEG Guelph stepped up 

in 2024 and had an exhibit space with lunches provided. CEGG's space did not allow sales to take place so 

there were no vendors. 

We are looking for a group (or 2 or 3 cooperating groups) to host for 2027. You would need to find a venue. A 

speaker or mini-workshop would be a bonus. We would expect the displays to be open to the public as well 

as our own members. Lastly, you would need to do some publicity for the event. 

How many volunteers would you need on the day of the event? At minimum, I'd suggest two hosts to 

welcome guilds and show them where to set up their display - one should continue as a floater for the rest of 

the day; two people to organize lunch time; one person to greet the speaker; two or more for display take 

down. Of course, there could be overlap (like lunch people might also help with display take down). Also, the 

floater could be 2 or 3 people, working in shifts. Whatever works for your group. 

There is an ONN fund to help with deposits on the venue, or lunches or speaker - whatever is needed. You 

would apply for money from the fund before you start. The hosting group(s) are expected to estimate costs, 

charge attending groups the appropriate amount and then return the same amount as borrowed, to the ONN 

fund. If you happen to make a little money on a tea room - well, great! 

We've included an article that was circulated a couple of years ago - "An ONN Exhibit Day". We've had some 

new ONN Reps since then who may not have seen it. It has a more detailed view. Please have a look and 

give some serious consideration as to whether your group could be the 2027 hosts. 

 

(Re-published article below – An ONN Exhibit Day) 

 

AN ONN EXHIBIT DAY 

The purposes of the Exhibit or Fair would be to give us an opportunity to network together and to see each 

other's work. Seeing the work will be a joy in itself but it will also give us ideas for future instruction in our own 

guilds. 

 

 



ONN-Line Volume 43 Issue 3 January 2026 
33 

ONTARIO NETWORK OF NEEDLEWORKERS 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT ONLY 

Assuming this is a one-day event, we would need time to set up before the exhibit. A schedule might look like 

this:  8-10 am: load in & set up display 

10 am - 3 (or 4?) pm: display open to ONN guilds and to the general public. 

A donation basket often garners just as much (or more) revenue than an actual ticket. Alternatively, we could 

ask ONN members to show their membership cards (do we all have them?) for free entry and charge a fee to 

the public. 

A tea room is almost expected at these events. Ideally, we could find a catering partner to run the tea room. If 

that cannot be done on premises, we should at least give recommendations to patrons for a good, local 

coffee shop (or similar). The option of having the host guild run the tea room is also a possibility, if they have 

enough volunteers. There should be a charge (or donation basket) for the tea room. 

Lunch together is a rich opportunity to share ideas. There should be either a local place to lunch or, ideally, a 

catered lunch on premises. If that is not possible, advise the ONN members to bring a lunch and provide a 

space to eat that lunch together. A shared lunch is important if we have all travelled to the exhibit town. 

Well before the event, the hosts would need to: 

1) secure a venue with exhibit space, tea room space, lunch space. 

2) arrange for table rental/set up (if that is not included in the venue) 

3) find a catering partner 

4) research reasonable overnight accommodation for out of town delegates 

5) prepare advertising materials for local display and to be sent to all ONN guilds 

SPEAKER ADD-ON 

To make this event even more attractive to guilds, we might have a speaker or trunk show in the morning. 

The speaker could be on from 10-noon, after exhibits have been set up. This would definitely increase the 

cost but would make the day more complete. If there is a speaker, the exhibits might be open to the public 

from 1 pm - 3 (or 4?) pm. 

DELEGATE COSTS 

The cost to the ONN delegates should cover the venue, the speaker (if any) and the lunch (if catered in). 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

1. There is a general consensus that we should NOT have swag bags for delegates. Keep it simple! 

2. The ONN Challenge is a big hit. The host groups(s) could issue the Challenge and plan to have display 

space for it. That would mean judges should be provided to judge the Challenge pieces and probably a nice 

certificate could go to the winners [in whatever categories the host guild(s) think of]. 
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ONN Website 

The ONN website can be found at onnguilds.ca. The main page is set up in a blog form so that notices and 

articles of interest can be found easily by members. 

Submissions of articles, photos and events are welcomed and encouraged! Suggestions include:  

✓ book and exhibition reviews 

✓ tips and hints learned at a workshop information about a shop 

✓ research about techniques, designs or materials 

Your reports are posted on the website under "Member Pages".  The newsletter editor will gather them all 

together and get them to you in a newsletter format, which you can distribute to your members. If you have 

something to report between newsletters, your report can be posted on the website at any time. If you have 

news of an open workshop, trip or the like, the news can be posted to our blog at any time. 

We do appreciate it if you can also send the photos as separate images. Otherwise, we have to pull each one 

out of your MSWord or PDF document individually. The report will show us where to insert each photo into 

the website page.  
 

ONN Contact Information 

Webmaster Judy McMullan CEG Guelph ontarionetworkofneedleworkers@gmail.com 

Newsletter Savita Patkar Toronto Guild of Stitchery savita_patkar@yahoo.com 

 

DEADLINE DATES  

Issue #1 by 25 July - for August 

Issue #2 by 25 September - for October 

Issue #3 by 15 December - for January 

Issue #4 by 25 March - for April – Next newsletter submission 

 

MEMBERSHIP YEAR 

The ONN membership year runs from June 1 to May 31. 

http://onnguilds.ca/
mailto:onncontact@gmail.com

